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to form an alliance with the protectionists of Victoria.*
These views, though they ultimately proved erroneous,
delayed the formation of the Australian federation, because
at that time the two commercial principles—Protection and
Free Trade—were being intensively espoused, by their res-
pective followers who saw in the union some imaginary
dangers. And yet it was the commercial gain which,
together with other advantages, was held out as an olive
branch to catch the necessary number of votes to create due
sanction behind the demand for federation. In the Act
itself provision had been made for adjustment of financial
questions for a number of years till all the colonies came
to occupy the same position. The whole of: Chapter IV of
the Constitution o£ Australia is devoted to this question.
A few articles very well illustrate the settlement;
" Uniform duties of customs shall be imposed within
two years after the establishment of the Commonwealth, f
" On the imposition of uniform duties of customs, trade,
commerce, and intercourse among the States, whether by
means of internal carriage or ocean navigation, shall be
absolutely free/' J
" The Commonwealth shall not by any law or regula-
tion of trade or commerce, abridge the right of a State or
the residents therein to the reasonable use of the waters o£
*Mr, David Buchanan, a barrister and a member of N, S. W. Assembly,
wrote in the «Sydney Morning Herald' of January 21,1889; " Sir Henry
Parkes sees that if he maintain his Free Trade Principles as a condition
precedent to Federation, Federation can never be brought about; and there-
fore he is prepared to purchase Federation by throwing overboard his Free
Trade principles. But let Sir Henry Parkes stand as true as steel to his
Free Trade principles, or refuse to federate unless Free Trade is made the
policy of the Federate Colonies. It would avail the Free Trade partynothiug,
Federation would be carried over their heads by the Protectionists, and
Protection declared by the Federal Parliament to be the policy for evermore."
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